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INTERVIEW RELEASE FORM

Project name:

Date:

Interviewer:

Tape number:

Name of person(s) interviewed:

Address:

Telephone number:

Date of birth:

By signing the form below, you give your permission for any tapes and/or photographs made during this project to be used by
researchers and the public for educational purposes including publications, exhibitions, World Wide Web, and presentations.

By giving your permission, you do not give up any copyright or performance rights that you may hold.

I agree to the uses of these materials described above, except for any restrictions, noted below.

Name (please print):

Signature:

Date:

Researcher’s signature:

Date:

Restriction description:




Full name of person interviewed:
Nickname, if any:

Date of interview:

Researcher’s name:

Address of person interviewed:

Telephone number:
Email:
Date of birth:

Cultural background:

How many years living in this community?

Where else lived?

Spouses and children’s names Gf any):

Occupation:

Skills and activities:

Education:

Hobbies, interests:

Other information:

INTERVIEW INFORMATION FORM

Place of birth:




INTERVIEW CONTEXT

Where the interview took place:

Time of day:

Sound conditions (background noise):

Other people present:

Notes about the interview (key themes, points of discussion):

Other documentation (tapes, photos, newspaper articles, etc.):




TAPE LOG

Name of person(s) interviewed:

Other people present:

Researcher:

Date of interview:

Location of interview:

Special conditions (noise, interruptions, etc.):

General description of contents:

Tape number:

Page of

TOPIC SUMMARY
Provide the tape counter number and as much content information as possible.

Counter No. Contents




TAPE LOG CONTINUED

Cassette No:

Counter No. Contents




PHOTO LOG

Person(s)/Subject(s) photographed:

Photographer:

Date(s) taken:

Location(s):

Type of film:

Photo conditions (light, weather, etc.):

General description of contents:

Other information available (Interview Information Form, Tape Log, Field Notes, etc.):

Page of

Photo Frame No. Description of Contents




CULTURAL MARKER EXERCISE

This is an excellent exercise for students and teachers, senior centers, families, and other community groups to get
individuals thinking about their own cultural heritage and to gain respect and understanding for the cultural identity and

heritage of others.

PURPOSE:
To identify and report on an item (object, photo) that serves an important role in your own cultural (ethnic, family, regional)

identity.

ASSIGNMENT:

Think about an object or photo that you feel helps define who you are and/or where you are from. Write at least one page
about the item’s significance. (For instance, think of a family heirloom — a photograph of your grandparents, an old tool used
by your father, a piece of lace from a wedding gown — that speaks to your family’s roots. How does this item help explain your
life and culture?) Be prepared to give a three-minute presentation about this item (to your class, your extended family, a
senior center gathering). Plan to bring the item with you if possible. Take three minutes to present your cultural marker to the
group. Then engage in an exercise where participants break into pairs and take turns interviewing one another, using the

cultural markers as points of departure.

HoMEWORK:
Review the information you collected from your interview. Think about how you might improve your interviewing skills.

Refer to the Smithsonian Folklife and Oral History Interviewing Guide for advice and suggestions.
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"[Tradition-bearers] are living links
in the historical chain, eye witnesses to history,
shapers of a vital and indigenous way of life.
They are unparalleled in the vividness and
authenticity they can bring to the study
of local history and culture."

— Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Folklorist
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