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on

s
yo

u 
as

k.
 H

av
in

g 
a 

cl
ea

rl
y 

de
fi

ne
d 

go
al

 is
 k

ey
 to

 c
on

du
ct

in
g 

a
su

cc
es

sf
ul

 in
te

rv
ie

w.

O
nc

e 
yo

u’
ve

 d
et

er
m

in
ed

 th
e 

fo
cu

s 
of

 y
ou

r 
in

te
rv

ie
w,

 th
en

wh
at

? 
W

ho
m

 s
ho

ul
d 

yo
u 

in
te

rv
ie

w 
fi

rs
t?

 Y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 w

an
t t

o
be

gi
n 

by
 th

in
ki

ng
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

rs
el

f 
an

d 
yo

ur
 o

wn
 in

te
re

st
s.

W
ha

t s
or

ts
 o

f 
qu

es
ti

on
s 

wo
ul

d 
yo

u 
lik

e 
so

m
eo

ne
 to

 a
sk

 y
ou

?
W

ha
t k

in
d 

of
 r

es
po

n
se

s 
do

 y
ou

 th
in

k 
th

ey
 w

ou
ld

 e
lic

it
? 

T
hi

s
wi

ll 
he

lp
 y

ou
 p

re
pa

re
 f

or
 th

e 
in

te
rv

ie
w 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
. 

If
 p

os
si

-
bl

e,
 tr

y 
to

 c
on

du
ct

 y
ou

r 
fi

rs
t i

nt
er

vi
ew

 w
it

h 
so

m
eo

ne
 w

it
h

wh
om

 y
ou

 f
ee

l v
er

y 
co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
, 

su
ch

 a
s 

a 
cl

os
e 

re
la

ti
ve

 o
r 

a
ne

ig
hb

or
 y

ou
 k

no
w 

we
ll.

 O
ve

r 
th

e 
co

ur
se

 o
f 

th
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w,
yo

u’
ll 

pr
ob

ab
ly

 p
ic

k 
up

 c
lu

es
 to

 o
th

er
 s

ou
rc

es
: 

“A
un

t J
ud

it
h

ca
n 

re
al

ly
 te

ll 
so

m
e 

st
or

ie
s 

ab
ou

t t
ho

se
 d

ay
s,

” 
or

 “
Yo

u 
sh

ou
ld

as
k 

A
nt

on
io

 M
ar

ti
ne

z 
—

 h
e’

s 
th

e 
re

al
 m

as
te

r.
” 

W
ha

t i
f 

yo
u 

do
n’

t a
lr

ea
dy

 k
no

w 
so

m
eo

ne
 to

 in
te

rv
ie

w 
ab

ou
t

th
e 

to
pi

c 
yo

u 
ar

e 
in

te
re

st
ed

 in
? 

T
he

 b
es

t w
ay

 to
 f

in
d 

pe
op

le
is

 b
y 

as
ki

ng
 o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e.

 C
ha

nc
es

 a
re

 y
ou

 k
no

w 
so

m
eo

ne
wh

o 
kn

ow
s 

ju
st

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 y

ou
’r

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r!
 F

ri
en

ds
,

ne
ig

hb
or

s,
 r

el
at

iv
es

, 
te

ac
he

rs
, 

lib
ra

ri
an

s,
 f

ol
kl

or
is

ts
, 

an
d

lo
ca

l h
is

to
ri

an
s 

ca
n 

al
l h

el
p 

po
in

t y
ou

 in
 th

e 
ri

gh
t d

ir
ec

ti
on

.
L

oc
al

 n
ew

sp
ap

er
s,

 c
om

m
un

it
y 

bu
lle

ti
n 

bo
ar

ds
, 

an
d 

se
ni

or
ci

ti
ze

n 
ce

nt
er

s 
ar

e 
al

so
 g

oo
d 

so
ur

ce
s 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 

T
he

 in
te

rv
ie

w 
sh

ou
ld

 ta
ke

 p
la

ce
 in

 a
 r

el
ax

ed
 a

nd
 c

om
fo

rt
ab

le
at

m
os

ph
er

e.
 T

he
 h

om
e 

of
 th

e 
pe

rs
on

 y
ou

 a
re

 in
te

rv
ie

wi
ng

 is
us

ua
lly

 th
e 

be
st

 p
la

ce
, 

bu
t t

he
re

 m
ay

 a
ls

o 
be

 o
th

er
 s

et
ti

ng
s

th
at

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ap

pr
op

ri
at

e,
 s

uc
h 

as
 y

ou
r 

tr
ad

it
io

n-
be

ar
er

’s
wo

rk
pl

ac
e,

 a
 c

hu
rc

h 
ha

ll,
 o

r 
a 

co
m

m
un

it
y 

ce
nt

er
. 

Pr
od

uc
ti

ve
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in
te

rv
ie

ws
 c

an
 s

om
et

im
es

 ta
ke

 p
la

ce
 a

t r
eg

ul
ar

ly
 o

cc
ur

ri
ng

ev
en

ts
, 

su
ch

 a
s 

fa
m

ily
 d

in
ne

rs
, 

ho
lid

ay
 c

el
eb

ra
ti

on
s,

 a
nd

 w
or

k
ga

th
er

in
gs

. 
T

he
se

 a
re

 o
ft

en
 th

e 
oc

ca
si

on
s 

wh
en

 s
to

ri
es

 a
re

to
ld

 a
nd

 tr
ad

it
io

na
l c

us
to

m
s 

ob
se

rv
ed

.

E
q

u
ip

m
en

t
A

n 
im

po
rt

an
t f

ir
st

 s
te

p 
in

 c
on

du
ct

in
g 

an
 in

te
rv

ie
w 

is
 to

 
co

ns
id

er
 th

e 
eq

ui
pm

en
t y

ou
 w

ill
 n

ee
d.

 T
ap

e-
re

co
rd

in
g 

an
d

no
te

-t
ak

in
g 

ar
e 

th
e 

m
os

t c
om

m
on

 m
ea

ns
 o

f 
re

co
rd

in
g 

fo
lk

lif
e 

an
d 

or
al

 h
is

to
ry

. 
In

 m
os

t s
it

ua
ti

on
s,

 ta
pe

-r
ec

or
di

ng
 

is
 p

re
fe

ra
bl

e,
 a

s 
it

 a
llo

ws
 y

ou
 to

 d
oc

um
en

t y
ou

r 
tr

ad
it

io
n-

be
ar

er
’s

 s
to

ri
es

 a
nd

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 c
om

pl
et

el
y 

an
d 

ac
cu

ra
te

ly
, 

as
 w

el
l a

s 
ca

pt
ur

e 
th

e 
in

fl
ec

ti
on

s,
 to

n
e,

 p
au

se
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
su

bt
le

ti
es

 o
f 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

. 

A
t f

ir
st

, 
th

e 
pe

op
le

 y
ou

 in
te

rv
ie

w 
m

ig
ht

 f
ee

l a
 li

tt
le

 u
nc

om
-

fo
rt

ab
le

 w
it

h 
a 

ta
pe

 r
ec

or
de

r,
 b

ut
 a

ft
er

 th
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w 
ge

ts
go

in
g,

 c
ha

nc
es

 a
re

 th
ey

’ll
 f

or
ge

t t
ha

t i
t i

s 
ev

en
 th

er
e!

 A
lw

ay
s

ke
ep

 a
 p

en
 a

nd
 p

ap
er

 w
it

h 
yo

u 
du

ri
ng

 a
 ta

pe
-r

ec
or

de
d 

in
te

rv
ie

w,
 s

o 
yo

u 
ca

n 
no

te
 im

po
rt

an
t p

oi
nt

s 
or

 jo
t d

ow
n 

fo
llo

w-
up

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 th

at
 c

om
e 

to
 m

in
d 

wh
ile

 y
ou

r 
tr

ad
it

io
n-

be
ar

er
 is

 s
pe

ak
in

g.
 

A
 s

m
al

l c
as

se
tt

e 
ta

pe
 r

ec
or

de
r 

wi
th

 e
it

he
r 

a 
bu

ilt
-i

n 
or

 a
n

ex
te

rn
al

 (
pl

ug
-i

n)
 m

ic
ro

ph
on

e 
is

 a
 g

oo
d 

ch
oi

ce
. 

U
se

 h
ig

h-
qu

al
it

y 
60

- 
or

 9
0

-m
in

ut
e 

ca
ss

et
te

s 
(t

ap
es

 th
at

 a
re

 lo
ng

er
 th

an
45

 m
in

ut
es

 a
 s

id
e 

ca
n 

st
re

tc
h 

or
 b

re
ak

).
 A

nd
 a

lw
ay

s 
br

in
g

m
or

e 
bl

an
k 

ta
pe

s 
wi

th
 y

ou
 to

 a
n

 in
te

rv
ie

w 
th

an
 y

ou
 th

in
k 

yo
u

wi
ll 

ne
ed

, 
so

 th
at

 y
ou

 d
on

’t
 g

et
 c

au
gh

t s
ho

rt
. 

It
’s

 a
ls

o 
a 

go
od

id
ea

 to
 h

av
e 

sp
ar

e 
ba

tt
er

ie
s,

 if
 y

ou
r 

re
co

rd
er

 is
n’

t t
he

 p
lu

g-
in

ty
pe

 o
r 

in
 c

as
e 

yo
u 

fi
nd

 y
ou

rs
el

f 
in

 a
 s

et
ti

ng
 w

he
re

 a
n 

el
ec

tr
i-

ca
l o

ut
le

t i
s 

no
t a

va
ila

bl
e.

 B
e 

su
re

 to
 c

he
ck

 y
ou

r 
ba

tt
er

ie
s 

in
ad

va
n

ce
 to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

ey
 a

re
 f

re
sh

. 
R

em
em

be
r 

to
 p

ac
k 

an
ex

te
ns

io
n 

co
rd

 —
 it

 c
an

 c
om

e 
in

ha
n

dy
.

Pr
ac

ti
ce

 u
si

ng
 th

e 
ta

pe
 r

ec
or

de
r 

be
fo

re
 y

ou
r 

in
te

rv
ie

w,
 s

o
th

at
 y

ou
 a

re
 f

am
ili

ar
 w

it
h 

ho
w 

it
 w

or
ks

. 
If

 y
ou

 a
re

 a
t e

as
e

wi
th

 y
ou

r 
eq

ui
pm

en
t,

 it
 w

ill
 h

el
p 

to
 p

ut
 y

ou
r 

tr
ad

it
io

n-
be

ar
er

 a
t e

as
e 

to
o.

 

A
no

th
er

 im
po

rt
an

t p
ie

ce
 o

f 
eq

ui
pm

en
t i

s 
a 

ca
m

er
a.

 I
t a

llo
ws

yo
u 

to
 c

ap
tu

re
 a

 v
is

ua
l r

ec
or

d 
of

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 y

ou
 a

re
 in

te
r-

vi
ew

in
g 

an
d 

is
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 v
al

ua
bl

e 
if

 y
ou

 a
re

 d
oc

um
en

ti
ng

 a
pr

oc
es

s,
 s

uc
h 

as
 y

ou
r 

gr
an

dm
ot

he
r 

st
it

ch
in

g 
a 

qu
ilt

 o
r 

m
ak

in
g 

a 
fa

vo
ri

te
 f

am
ily

 r
ec

ip
e.

 A
 c

am
er

a,
 w

it
h 

th
e 

ad
di

ti
on

of
 a

 c
lo

se
-u

p 
at

ta
ch

m
en

t,
 c

an
 a

ls
o 

be
 u

se
d 

to
 c

op
y 

ol
d 

fa
m

ily
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

do
cu

m
en

ta
ry

 m
at

er
ia

ls
, 

su
ch

 a
s 

le
tt

er
s,

 b
ir

th
 r

ec
or

ds
, 

an
d 

sc
ra

pb
oo

ks
. 

Yo
u 

sh
ou

ld
 ta

ke
 n

ot
es

 o
n 

th
e 

su
bj

ec
t m

at
te

r,
 d

at
e,

 a
nd

 
lo

ca
ti

on
 o

f 
yo

ur
 p

ho
to

gr
ap

hs
, 

so
 th

at
 y

ou
 c

an
 p

re
pa

re
 a

ph
ot

o 
lo

g
fo

r 
ea

ch
 r

ol
l o

f 
fi

lm
 y

ou
 d

ev
el

op
.

Yo
u 

m
ay

 a
ls

o 
wa

nt
 to

 u
se

 a
 v

id
eo

 c
am

er
a 

to
 c

ap
tu

re
 a

 s
pe

ci
al

co
m

m
un

it
y 

ev
en

t o
r 

to
 v

is
ua

lly
 r

ec
or

d 
a 

tr
ad

it
io

na
l p

ro
ce

ss
or

 a
 f

am
ily

 m
em

be
r 

re
co

un
ti

ng
 h

is
 o

r 
he

r 
lif

e 
st

or
y.

 

B
ef

o
re

 t
h

e 
In

te
rv

ie
w

G
et

 y
ou

r 
tr

ad
it

io
n-

be
ar

er
’s

 p
er

m
is

si
on

 f
or

 th
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w 
in

 a
dv

an
ce

, 
an

d 
sc

he
du

le
 a

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
pl

ac
e 

th
at

 h
e 

or
 s

he
 is

co
m

fo
rt

ab
le

 w
it

h.
 M

ak
e 

it
 c

le
ar

 if
 y

ou
 p

la
n 

to
 u

se
 a

 ta
pe

re
co

rd
er

 (
se

e 
th

e 
ab

ov
e 

di
sc

us
si

on
 o

f 
eq

ui
pm

en
t)

 a
nd

 a
sk

pe
rm

is
si

on
. 

B
e 

ce
rt

ai
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

st
ar

t t
ha

t y
ou

r 
tr

ad
it

io
n-

be
ar

er
 u

nd
er

-
st

an
ds

 th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 th

e 
in

te
rv

ie
w,

 a
nd

 w
ha

t w
ill

 h
ap

pe
n 

to
th

e 
ta

pe
s 

an
d/

or
 n

ot
es

 a
ft

er
wa

rd
s.

 I
s 

it
 a

 s
ch

oo
l a

ss
ig

nm
en

t?
A

re
 y

ou
 p

la
nn

in
g 

to
 w

ri
te

 a
 f

am
ily

 h
is

to
ry

? 
O

rg
an

iz
e 

an
ex

hi
bi

ti
on

? 
Pu

bl
is

h 
a 

ne
ws

le
tt

er
 a

bo
ut

 f
ol

kl
if

e 
in

 y
ou

r 
ar

ea
?

A
re

 th
e 

ta
pe

s 
go

in
g 

to
 b

e 
ke

pt
 w

it
h 

fa
m

ily
 s

cr
ap

bo
ok

s?
 W

ill
th

ey
 b

e 
de

po
si

te
d 

in
 a

 lo
ca

l l
ib

ra
ry

, 
ar

ch
iv

e,
 o

r 
hi

st
or

ic
al

so
ci

et
y?

 L
et

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 y

ou
 a

re
 in

te
rv

ie
wi

ng
 k

no
w.

15

Fo
r 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
nd

 o
th

er

yo
un

g 
in

te
rv

ie
w

er
s:

R
em

em
be

r 
to

 a
lw

ay
s g

et

pe
rm

is
si

on
 fr

om
 y

ou
r 

pa
re

nt
s o

r 
gu

ar
di

an
s t

o

ca
ll 

an
d/

or
 w

or
k 

w
ith

 

a 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 tr
ad

iti
on

-

be
ar

er
.

C
h

ec
k

li
st

 o
f

B
as

ic
 E

q
u

ip
m

en
t

* 
no

te
pa

ds
 o

r 
no

te
bo

ok
s

* 
pe

ns
/p

en
ci

ls

* 
ta

pe
 r

ec
or

de
r 

(p
lu

g-
in

 m
ic

ro
ph

on
e,

 
if 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y)

* 
ca

ss
et

te
 ta

pe
s

* 
ba

tt
er

ie
s f

or
 ta

pe
re

co
rd

er

* 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

co
rd

* 
ca

m
er

a

* 
fil

m

* 
ta

pe
 m

ea
su

re
 

* 
in

te
rv

ie
w

 r
el

ea
se

 fo
rm

Se
e 

th
e 

Fo
rm

s 
se

ct
io

n 
fo

r

a 
sa

m
pl

e 
ph

ot
o 

lo
g.
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D
o 

yo
ur

 h
om

ew
or

k.
 I

t’
s 

al
wa

ys
 a

 g
oo

d 
id

ea
 to

 c
on

du
ct

 s
om

e
ba

ck
gr

ou
n

d 
re

se
ar

ch
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

su
bj

ec
t y

ou
 a

re
 in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 a

t
th

e 
lib

ra
ry

, 
on

 th
e 

In
te

rn
et

, 
or

 b
y 

vi
si

ti
n

g 
a 

m
us

eu
m

 o
r

ar
ch

iv
e.

 B
oo

ks
, 

pa
m

ph
le

ts
, 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s,

 m
ap

s,
 f

am
ily

 d
oc

u-
m

en
ts

 —
 a

ny
 o

r 
al

l o
f 

th
es

e 
ca

n
 h

el
p 

gi
ve

 y
ou

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
yo

ur
 s

ub
je

ct
 b

ef
or

e 
yo

u 
go

 o
n

 a
n 

in
te

rv
ie

w.
 K

no
wi

ng
 m

or
e

ca
n 

he
lp

 y
ou

 a
sk

 b
et

te
r 

qu
es

ti
on

s 
an

d 
yi

el
ds

 a
 r

ic
he

r 
in

te
rv

ie
w.

Pr
ep

ar
e 

a 
lis

t o
f 

qu
es

ti
on

s 
ah

ea
d 

of
 ti

m
e.

 M
ak

e 
su

re
 th

ey
 a

re
cl

ea
r,

 c
on

ci
se

, 
an

d 
op

en
-e

n
de

d.
 A

vo
id

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 th

at
 e

lic
it

si
m

pl
e 

ye
s 

or
 n

o 
an

sw
er

s 
an

d 
st

ee
r 

aw
ay

 f
ro

m
 b

ro
ad

 g
en

er
al

i-
ti

es
. 

Q
ue

st
io

n
s 

th
at

 b
eg

in
 w

it
h 

“H
ow

” 
“W

ha
t”

 o
r 

“W
hy

” 
us

u-
al

ly
 e

lic
it

 a
 m

or
e 

co
m

pl
et

e 
re

sp
on

se
 th

an
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 th
at

 b
eg

in
wi

th
 “

D
o”

 o
r 

“D
id

.”
 F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 “
H

ow
 d

id
 y

ou
 le

ar
n 

yo
ur

tr
ad

e?
” 

or
 “

W
ha

t w
as

 it
 li

ke
 le

ar
ni

ng
 y

ou
r 

tr
ad

e?
” 

in
st

ea
d 

of
“D

id
 y

ou
 li

ke
 le

ar
ni

ng
 y

ou
r 

tr
ad

e?
” 

K
no

w 
wh

ic
h 

qu
es

ti
on

s 
ar

e 
ke

y,
 b

ut
 d

on
’t

 b
e 

ti
ed

 to
 y

ou
r 

lis
t.

T
he

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

re
 m

ea
nt

 s
im

pl
y 

to
 h

el
p 

fo
cu

s 
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 f
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 f
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 f
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 f
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l p
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t b
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 p
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t c
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 p
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t p
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 p
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 c
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f p
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 p

as
t o

nl
y 

w
e 

ca
n 

as
se

m
bl

e 
fo

r 
ou

r 
ow

n 
ch

ild
re

n.

H
ow

 c
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 o
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f f
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 b
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 b
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 r
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t m
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 p
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 b
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 b
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 b
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 p
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 d
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 b
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 c
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 b
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l t
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 c

ol
la

r 
th

at
 a

do
rn

ed
 G

ra
nd

m
ot

he
r’

s

fir
st

 d
an

ci
ng

 d
re

ss
, a

 b
it 

of
 ta

tt
er

ed
 sh

aw
l c

ar
ef

ul
ly

 la
id

 a
w

ay
 b

y

a 
gr

ea
t-

au
nt

, F
at

he
r’

s f
ir

st
 r

ep
or

t c
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s p
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 p
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 p
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 b
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f p
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 b
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ra
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m
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w
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 c
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 o
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 p
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 c
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f c
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 p
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is
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 c
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 c
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e 
w

in
te

r 
w

oo
d 

do
w

n 
th
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 b
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 m
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 m
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s c
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 b
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 c
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 b
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 c

om
e 

al
iv

e.
 Y

ou
 c

an
 m

ak
e 

up
 a

 c
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l d
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t d
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 p
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, m
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 m
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 d
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f c
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 d
en

tis
t’s

 c
ha

ir
 w

he
n 

sh
e 

sa
w

 w
ha

t l
oo

ke
d 

lik
e

sn
ow

fla
ke

s —
 in

 fu
ll 

su
m

m
er

 —
 d
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 p
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INTERVIEW RELEASE FORM 

Project name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date:________________________________________

Interviewer: ________________________________________________________________________________

Tape number:________________________________________

Name of person(s) interviewed: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:________________________________________

Date of birth:________________________________________

By signing the form below, you give your permission for any tapes and/or photographs made during this project to be used by

researchers and the public for educational purposes including publications, exhibitions, World Wide Web, and presentations. 

By giving your permission, you do not give up any copyright or performance rights that you may hold.

I agree to the uses of these materials described above, except for any restrictions, noted below.

Name (please print): ________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date:________________________________________

Researcher’s signature: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date:________________________________________

Restriction description: ________________________________________________________________________________



INTERVIEW INFORMATION FORM

Full name of person interviewed: ________________________________________________________________________________

Nickname, if any: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date of interview: ________________________________________________________________________________

Researcher’s name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address of person interviewed: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number: ________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date of birth:________________________ Place of birth: ______________________________________

Cultural background: ________________________________________________________________________________

How many years living in this community? _________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Where else lived? ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Spouses and children’s names (if any):______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Occupation: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Skills and activities: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Education: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Hobbies, interests: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Other information: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________



INTERVIEW CONTEXT

Where the interview took place:________________________________________

Time of day:________________________________________

Sound conditions (background noise): 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Other people present: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Notes about the interview (key themes, points of discussion):

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Other documentation (tapes, photos, newspaper articles, etc.):

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________



TAPE LOG

Name of person(s) interviewed: ________________________________________________________________________________

Other people present: ________________________________________________________________________________

Researcher: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date of interview:________________________________________

Location of interview: ________________________________________________________________________________

Special conditions (noise, interruptions, etc.):

________________________________________________________________________________

General description of contents: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Tape number:________________________________________

Page ________  of  ___________

TOPIC SUMMARY

Provide the tape counter number and as much content information as possible.

Counter No. Contents

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________



TAPE LOG CONTINUED

Cassette No:________________

Counter No. Contents

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________



PHOTO LOG

Person(s)/Subject(s) photographed: _______________________________________________________________________________

Photographer: _______________________________________________________________________________

Date(s) taken: _______________________________________

Location(s): _______________________________________________________________________________

Type of film: _______________________________________________________________________________

Photo conditions (light, weather, etc.): ____________________________________________________________________________

General description of contents: _______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Other information available (Interview Information Form, Tape Log, Field Notes, etc.): 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Page ________  of  ___________

Photo Frame No. Description of Contents

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________



CULTURAL MARKER EXERCISE

This is an excellent exercise for students and teachers, senior centers, families, and other community groups to get 

individuals thinking about their own cultural heritage and to gain respect and understanding for the cultural identity and 

heritage of others.

Purpose: 

To identify and report on an item (object, photo) that serves an important role in your own cultural (ethnic, family, regional)

identity.

Assignment: 

Think about an object or photo that you feel helps define who you are and/or where you are from. Write at least one page

about the item’s significance. (For instance, think of a family heirloom — a photograph of your grandparents, an old tool used

by your father, a piece of lace from a wedding gown — that speaks to your family’s roots. How does this item help explain your

life and culture?) Be prepared to give a three-minute presentation about this item (to your class, your extended family, a 

senior center gathering). Plan to bring the item with you if possible. Take three minutes to present your cultural marker to the

group. Then engage in an exercise where participants break into pairs and take turns interviewing one another, using the 

cultural markers as points of departure. 

Homework:

Review the information you collected from your interview. Think about how you might improve your interviewing skills. 

Refer to the Smithsonian Folklife and Oral History Interviewing Guide for advice and suggestions.
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"[Tradition-bearers] are living links 

in the historical chain, eye witnesses to history, 

shapers of a vital and indigenous way of life. 

They are unparalleled in the vividness and 

authenticity they can bring to the study 

of local history and culture."

— Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Folklorist


